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The only name of a working editor that has been on our masthead 
continuously since volume 1, number 1, appears for the last time in the 
current issue. Utha R. Conrad died of cancer at age 50 on 10 September 
1974. She had performed many editorial functions for the journal, but was 
known primarily as our book review editor. 

Utha was in many ways an ideal editor: devoted to her work, metic- 
ulous, and preferring to put in long hours of unpaid overtime rather than 
miss a deadline or let an error slip into print. She was also a valued friend 
and coworker. Her care for detail provided a needed counterbalance to the 
easygoing ways of the rest of us: one knew that if Utha had checked it, it 
was bound to be right. She held firmly to a number of opinions which were 
by no means shared by all the staff—on politics and human nature, for 
example—but she invariably offered them with such gentle grace that it was 
impossible to receive them otherwise than in a good humor. She was a kind 
and thoughtful person who cared about people, and we loved her. In a 
personnel sense her duties will be taken over by someone else, but in a 
personal sense she leaves a vacancy which cannot be filled. 
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